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Ofsted Update 
 
As most of you will be aware, Hitherfield had an Ungraded Inspection at the end of June 2023. 
This means that the school’s overall Ofsted grading does not change and that the school remains 
Good with Outstanding Leadership. The report (in the form of a letter) will be published on the 
Ofsted website next week and, as with most inspections, the outcome letter lists the many things 
that Hitherfield does well and gives the school three areas to focus its work on.  
 
We are pleased that the report highlights many of the areas of strength for Hitherfield and we 
agree fully with these, which include that pupils are happy and safe at Hitherfield, they play well 
together, learn a broad range of subjects, take on additional roles, pupils with Special 
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities are well-supported and safeguarding is effective. Ofsted 
also asked for parents' and carers’ views on the school and, as usual, a phenomenal number of 
you responded (264 responses) with overwhelmingly positive comments and 98% said they 
would recommend the school to other parents, which is one of the highest percentages seen. 
 
The areas for development mentioned included when the Reception children start Phase 2 
phonics. We decided to start phonics in October last academic year, due to our understanding of 
the needs of the children, and this was criticised by the inspector, as she felt we should have 
started two weeks earlier. Since the inspection, the Department for Education has issued new 
guidance and we started phonics in Reception this year at the start of this week, as the new 
guidance specifies. Interestingly, our phonics outcomes are in line with national outcomes and 
our children leave Hitherfield with far higher reading standards than their national and Lambeth 
counterparts. In 2023, our Year 6 SATS results in reading were 85% expected (the national level 
was 73%) with a greater depth achieved by 42% of our pupils (the national level was 29%). 
 
The other two areas for development are linked together. At Hitherfield, the senior leaders (such 
as myself, Luke and the Assistant Headteachers) have always identified what sections of the 
National Curriculum are taught in which year groups and which terms. Our skilled team of 
teachers are then given autonomy to plan how these sections are taught week by week. The 
Inspector felt that leaders should have planned all subjects on a week by week and day by day 
basis. This is new and the school leaders and teachers have all worked hard over the summer to 
have this in place. A positive of this change is that parents and carers will now be able to read 
even more about what is being taught in all subjects across the school on our website, under the 
Curriculum tab. 
 
Thank you for all of your support during and after the inspection. Hitherfield remains a wonderful 
learning environment with engaged children who aspire to and attain high standards.  
 

Chris Ashley-Jones 
Executive Headteacher  
 

http://www.hitherfield.co.uk/
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GOOD NEWS CARDS 
Congratulations to these children who have really impressed their 

Teachers this week. 

1 COBRA 1 DUGONG 1 SUNBIRD 

Adriel and Mabel Leah and Matteo Zac and Alex 

2 MANATEE 2 MONGOOSE 2 HUMMINGBIRD 

Owain and Ida Daniel and Frankie Jacob and Ruby 

3 JAGUAR 3 MACAW 3 ANACONDA 

Salimatou and Isaiah To be announced next week Titus and Dominic 

4 HIPPOPOTAMUS 4 FLAMINGO 4 CHEETAH 

Matilda and India Robert and Eleanor Sam and Isabelle 

5 KINGFISHER 5 HEDGEHOG 5 OTTER 

Josefina, Enayat, Vivenne 

and Sonny 

Zain and Otto  Mumtaz and Tommy 

6 ORCA 6 PUFFIN 6 WOLVERINE 

To be announced next week Jonathan and Patryk To be announced next week 

 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Friday 29th September – Year 6 trip to The 

British Museum 

 

Friday 29th September – PTA MacMillian Coffee 

Morning 9:15am in the Infant Hall 

 

Monday 2nd October – 5 Otter and 5 Kingfisher 

trip to Brixton Workshop 

 

Tuesday 3rd October - 1 Dugong Class 

Assembly and Open Morning 9:15am – 

10:30am 

 

Wednesday 4th October – 5 Hedgehog – trip to 

Brixton Workshop  

 

Thursday 5 th October - 3 Anaconda Class 

Assembly and Open Morning 9:15am – 

10:30am 
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